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On April 22, 2017 the DeLand Naval Air Station Museum hosted a
public celebration to honor Ronald and Deborah Herman and family
as they cut the ribbon on the Ronald N. Herman Assembly Pavilion.
The Pavilion was donated to the DNAS Museum by the Herman
Family and All Quality Products Building Materials & Millshop. We
thank the Herman Family and look forward to many future public
events.

DeLAND, FLORIDA
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A Day of Community Celebration

A beautiful day and a standing room only crowd helped make the
ribbon cutting of the Ronald N. Herman Assembly Pavilion a
festive and patriotic community event.
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Embry Riddle Student Awards

Ted Turowski and Dennis Dickerson of the Daytona Beach Area Council of the Navy League
presented awards to the DNAS Museum Embry Riddle University “"Riddle Reedeemers” Club and
Student Members of the DNAS Museum for their Volunteer Work on museum restoration projects
and special events. Isaiah Carlton, the founder of "Riddle Redeemers” spoke about the value of
the opportunity the students have working at the museum. Each student expressed their
individual thoughts on working with and being mentored by WWII, Korea and Vietham War
Veterans and Volunteers who share their life experiences and skills as well as the opportunity to
work on vintage military aircraft and vehicles while they pursue their careers in aviation.
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ROTARY CLUB OF DelLAND, INC.

Presents $10,000 to DNAS Museum
I Lizmenry of [Flkvecd A, iicoms

Ellwood A. Titcomhb

First President of

On April 22, 2017, the DeLand Naval Air Station Museum was presented with a
check for $10,000 from the DeLand Rotary Club, Inc. Rotary President Steve
Burk along with Rotary Members awarded the grant in memory of a long time
Rotary member and the first President of the DeLand Naval Air Station Museum,
the late Ellwood A. Titcomb, a WWII Veteran. Gloria Denston spoke about
Ellwood Titcomb and remembered his service to our community and his great
legacy. Ellwood’s wife Sandy Titcomb and son Kent Titcomb were also present to
make the award. Sandy Titcomb was presented with a Lifetime Membership in
the DeLand Naval Air Station Museum in memory of Ellwood Titcomb. The grant
award will be used for the new DNASM Education Building which will be the
center for military memorabilia displays, educational programs, meetings and
the administrative office for the museum. The building will be constructed again
by Volunteers with materials donated by the City of DeLand, the Ronald Herman
Family, The Rotary Club of DeLand and other Community Partners.
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WWII GRUMMAN TBF AVENGER

Proudly Presented
AlfitergARiZgreargRestoration,
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: WWwWIl GRUMMAN TBF AVENGER
§ RESTORED BY DNASM VOLUNTEERS 2003-2017
' "In Memory of All Who Served”

andnavalairmuseum.org

www.del
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Rememberance Bell Ringing

Many Volunteers took part in the restoration of the TBF Avenger from 2003
to 2017. Some of them are no longer with us but their contributions to the
project and to the success of the museum will not be forgotten. A strike of
the bell for each one of them signified their service to our country, their
importance to our museum and a remembrance of their legacy placed now in
the hands of the next generation to protect, “"In Memory of All Who Served”.
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City of DeLand Robert Banta Day

Mayor Bob Apgar named 4/22/2017 Robert Banta Day in the City of
DeLand to honor the original TBF Avenger Navy Pilot, Lt. Robert Banta.
Mr. Banta was not able to attend and his close friends, Mr. and Mrs. John
Oetzman, accepted the Proclamation on his behalf.

In 2004, Robert Banta was able to visit the DeLand Naval Air Station
Museum to see his TBF Avenger and talk to the Restoration Crew about
his experiences during the water landing in 1943. Mayor Bob Apgar
presented him with a Key to the City at that time. He was able to visit
the museum several times over the years to check on the progress of the
restoration projects.
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Robert Banta donated his original WWII flight uniform and foot locker to
the museum and they were on pubic display for the event.
photographs of the 14 year project were also displayed.
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Items reoved from the TBF during the
restoration and after more than 50 years in
Lake Michigan. A harness buckle and a

wooden led pencil in the pilot’s cockpit were *
the most recent finds.
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The CITY OF DELAND

Volusia County, Florida

Proclamation

'Wlimas, Robert W, Banta, is a World War II Veteran who served in the United States Navy as
Lieutenant Naval Aviator from 1942-1945. He was assigned to the USS Randolph (CV 15), 5% Fleet, ﬂymg a TBF
Avenger. On June 11, 1943 during a carrier qualification exercise on the USS Wolverine in Lake Mzcﬁzg'an, the
Grumman TBF-1 Avenger Torpedo Bomber, Serial #01747 that fe was flying caught on fire and he radioed the
flight tower that fie needed to land the aircraft. Because the USS Wolverine had a wooden deck, fo.r safety the flight
crew signaled for him to make a water landing. The TBF Avenger water landing was accomplished and ﬁe was
taken to safety by the chase rescue boat personnel. The TBF Avenger then sank,to the bottom of Lake Mzcﬁlg?n
where it would remain_for over 50 years. Lt. Robert W. Banta was able to continue his distinguished miﬁt'ary service
during WWII where hie earned a Distinguished Flying Cross and two Air Medals for heroism in carrying out his

missions; and
Whereas, in 2003, after being retrieved from Lake Michigan, the same TBF-Avenger that sank on June 11,
1943 was assigned to the DeLand Naval Air Station Museum for the purpose of restoration and public display in

DeLand, Florida. Museum volunteers were able to locate Robert Banta and he visited the museum several times to
see the progress of the restoration efforts of the TBF-1 that was delivered as wreckage in several sections, as a result

of deterioration from being under water; and

Whereas, for the past 14 years, Veterans, Volunteers and Community Partners shared their expertise,
donated equipment and supplies and have worked with determination to rebuild and restore the aircraft wreckage of
the TBF Avenger inside the Ronald N. Herman Restoration Building. On April 22, 2017 the DeLand Naval Air
Station Museum will hold a public open house to roll out and fully open the wings of the restored TBF Avenger.
Robert W. Banta, will be the guest of honor to celebrate the years of hard work, by many Veterans, some no longer

with us, to preserve the historic aircraft for the education of future generations.

Now, therefore, I, Robert F. Apgar, Mayor of the City of DeLand, do hereby proclaim

Saturday, April 22, 2017 as
Robert W. Banta Day

in the City of DeLand in appreciation for Robert Banta’s military service to the United States of America
and in recognition of the many Volunteers at the DeLand Naval Air Station Museum who restored the TBF
Avenger. Robert Banta and all the Veterans who have served to protect our freedom will always be honored

and remembered in DeLand.

Done and proclaimed t/ii?z-/ day of April 2017.

M
Robert qg.o}lpgar, Mayor

Attest
Gublt & 4%%@9’6‘0’
.é’u[ie A. Hennessy, City Clerk. - Auditor

h"
",
s
4N
Y
,

UM,




PAGE 10 DELANDINGS MAY 2017 NAVAL AIR STATION MUSEUM, DELAND, FLORIDA

Grumman TBF Avenger History

Captain Greg Gerard, Retired Navy F-14 Jet pilot after more than 30 years of service,
and DNASM Restoration Chair, spoke about the 14 year restoration project. Greg’'s
father was a WWII Pilot who flew in a TBF. Dr. Leo F. Murphy, a Retired Navy
Commander with a 30 year career, is a Professor of Aeronautical Science at Embry
Riddle Aeronautical University. Dr. Murphy spoke about the history of the TBF
Avenger and |ts roII in the military.
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A special thanks to the City of DeLand Ron Herman, Don Rowley
(Pavilion Project Manager), and the many Volunteers who worked as a
team to construct the new pavilion in record time.
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WWII Veteran Gene Storz and
-, Captain Gerard take one last look

at their pride and joy, and then

with a team effort, the wings were

folded and the TBF Avenger was

rolled back to the hangar. Thanks
~ |again to all our Volunteers and
- |their families for the many hours
’: . - |of hard work on this project.

We Thank Our Veterans, Volunteers and Our Community
For Supporting The Preservation Of Our History

“In Memory of All Who Served”




PAGE I3 DELANDINGS MAY 2017

NAVAL AIR STATION MUSEUM, DELAND, FLORIDA

R

( Sponsors 3 Community Partners)

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!

ogt#¥s.  CITY OF DeLAND
. DOUG & SARAH LANTIER
ool MARTY TORBETT FAMILY & FRIENDS

IN MEMORY OF
KENNETH S. TORBETT

DAYTONA BEVERAGES

www.daytonabud.com
WDSC-TV Daytona State College

www.daytonastate.edu

ROTARY CLUB OF DeLAND
www.delandrotary.org

DeLAND BREAKFAST ROTARY
www.wildgamefeast.org

briansbbq.com

SOy

airportginmill.com

v : . Diamond Productions Custom
H?‘ Audio/Video (386) 985-4788 -Dr.Harry Price

DeLAND FAMILY YMCA - Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University
RIDDLE REDEEMERS STUDENT CLUB

www.vfymca.org

connection.erau.edu/organi /riddleredeemer s
JACK FORTES
FRED & NANCY CLARK, JIM & BEVERLY OUTLAW

CHRIS STUBBS FAMILY HONORING HARRY K STUBBS,
VIRGINIA BRUNER HONORING STUART BRUNER
FAMILY BOOK SHOP - www.familybookshop.com

Deltona Memorial Funeral Home www.dignitymemorial.com

BAHAMA HOUSE DAYTONA BEACH

www.daytonabahamahouse.com

STUDIO 10—WAXING & NAILS

West Volusia .
Beacorss
BY KIM (386) 334-5923

beacononlinenews.com

WEST VOLUSIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY www.delandhouse.com

THOMAS C. RYAN HONORING
COMMANDER THOMAS J. & MARY RYAN

ED’S CRANE SERVICES (386) S32-0745

;;:;z jacobhac.com DeLAND
: NATIONAL
eating & air condifioning N Eyv THOMAS GUARD ARMORY

sece 1921

ALL QUALITY PRODUCTS

www.allqualityproducts.com

BUILDING MATER[AL&

Publix M\L-\l\STRm .
www.publix.com schibbininiins floridaleague.com
Vg i —

www.mainstreetcbf.com

MICHAEL ARTH

michaelearth.com

HAVIN HOSPICE
www.havenhospice..org

Defending Freedom Warrior Weekend cpswarriorweekend.org
Central Florida Metal Detecting Club www.thecfmdc.com
K-9 Search & Rescue of Orange City www.k9saroc.com

WALT DISNEY WORLD—ORLANDO
SKYDIVE DeLAND - www.skydivedeland.com

SEAWORLD—ORLANDO -- UNIVERSAL STUDIOS
Stetson University Sports Program

SAN SABASTIAN ;
WINERY ST. County of .Volusm Veferans
AUGUSTINE Services—volusia.org \(M A(
MANSTREET ART 8 C
u“k DELA N D
www.macdeland.com

WEST VOLUSIA. FLORIDA

visitwestvolusia.com 7www.delandchamber.org

Sea Scouts, University High School & Del.and High Volunteers

Dottie’s Florist dottiesflorist.com
Deltran Battery Tender www.batterytender.com

SAMSKARA SHOES
www.samskarasoles.com

* DelLand Naval Air Station Museum, Inc.

910 Biscayne Boulevard
Deland, FL 32724
Phone: 386-738-4149

www.delandnavalairmuseum.org
JOIN US ON FACEBOOK!

ThankYou
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Museui

Hours of Operation: 12 Noon—4 p.m.
Wednesday through Sunday

Call to Schedule Group Tours for Adult &
Youth Groups

JOIN TODAY OR DONATE
(DONATE WITH CREDIT CARD ON WEBSITE)

Volunteers




